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Radiolab co-host delivers Convocation
Rikke Sponheim
Staff Writer

________________________

For the third convocation
of the 2017-18 academic year,
composer, producer and cohost
of Radiolab Jad Abumrad presented his lecture “Gut Churn” in
the Lawrence Memorial Chapel
on Thursday, Feb. 1 at 11:10
a.m. Abumrad is the creator of
Radiolab, one of the most popular podcasts in the world, and
the recipient of a MacArthur
Fellowship, sometimes known as
a ‘genius grant.’ His lecture “Gut
Churn” focused on the challenges
that come with creating something new and how to persevere
through those challenges.
Abumrad started his lecture
by talking about how Radiolab
became successful and how it got
its start. Radiolab was started in
2002, but did not become popular until around 2008. According
to Abumrad, “The idea with the
show was, could we bring an
indie movie style to it?” What set
Radiolab apart from other podcasts, at least when it was started,
was the number of tracks used.
Most shows, especially in 2002,
would use two to four tracks.
Radiolab attempted to use many
more tracks of sound simultaneously.
When asked about how the
show became successful, Abumrad
was not entirely sure. “I don’t have
a lot of answers but that’s kind
of what Radiolab is about.” This
uncertainty about what caused
the success of Radiolab is what

Jad Abumrad recounted the Radiolab origin story in the Lawrence Memorial Chapel.
Photo by Marieke de Koker

drove Abumrad to investigate the
subject of his lecture.
“What does it mean to go
out and carve out who you are?”
asked Abumrad. Answering this
question produces an anxiety that
causes many people to feel sick
to their stomachs when going out
and trying to do something new.
This feeling and the fear of failure

that comes with it is the essence of
what Abumrad calls “gut churn.”
Creating his own voice was
one of the first big steps for
Abumrad which caused this feeling of gut churn. He discussed
how, when he was starting in
radio, he would try to talk and
would always end up unintentionally imitating someone else’s

voice based off of how he wanted
to sound to the audience.
To describe how difficult it
can be to find and maintain your
own voice, Abumrad told everyone in the audience to sing the
note that was most comfortable
for them. He had the audience
do this twice, and both times he
pointed out that eventually every-

one ended up on the same note.
This activity described how difficult it was to create his own
unique voice on the radio and the
discomfort that comes with maintaining a unique voice.
Another factor in the gut
churn that comes with any cre-

Allegra Taylor

tures to compete in a broom ball
tournament on the Ormsby Pond.
Later, the annual ice-sculpting
contest took place in front of
the Warch Campus Center and
Lawrence Swing Dance (LSD)
hosted the annual “Dancing With
the Profs” fund-raiser in which
Lawrence professors danced
in competition against each
other to raise money for Heifer
International.
The weekend culminated with
the biggest event of the Carnival,
the President’s Ball, on Saturday
night. The dance featured a live
brass band, a snowflake-shaped
ice sculpture, a photo booth and
the revival of a favorite tradition
for the ball-goers, the chocolate
hors d’oeuvres—this year in the
form of chocolate fondue.
The final event of the week
was held on Sunday—Lawrence’s
first-annual soup-making contest. The event, known as the
“SOUPerbowl,” was won by
Cultural Foods Club, with Ormsby
Hall taking second place.

See page 2

Annual Winter Carnival continues chocolate tradition
News Editor

_____________________________________

THIS

WEEK
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Lawrence’s annual Winter
Carnival was held this past weekend, with events every day from
Friday, Feb. 2 to Sunday, Feb. 4.
The tradition was revived again
in 2011 after being started up in
1976. In a 1976 edition of The
Lawrentian, Coordinator of the
Winter Carnival Committee Eloise
Frick ’76 commented, “We want
to encourage faculty, student and
community involvement.” The
original Winter Carnival included such events as a horse-drawn
sleigh ride, a figure-skating demonstration, a star-gazing session
on the Kohler Hall roof and tug-ofwar competitions.
This year’s Carnival kickedoff with a hockey game on Friday,
as well as karaoke in the Cinema
and a band showcase in MeadWitter.
On Saturday, teams of students braved the frigid tempera-
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Abumrad speaks at Convocation
continued from page 1

ative project is getting to the point
of regularly producing work, but
that work is not as good as you
want it to be. Abumrad described
that this is what the first few
years of Radiolab were like and
described the feeling as the “keen
awareness that you suck.”
Abumrad described how this
is common, citing a study about
how the most well-respected
design students would have periods of hating their work, but the
key to success was the periods
of confidence that came when
these students had good ideas.
“That negativity has a role, as
long as you don’t get stuck,” said
Abumrad.
Radiolab starts by asking
simple questions, then shows the
learning process where things are
very uncertain and then asks more
in depth questions. Abumrad
focused on this uncertainty, saying that when uncertain in any-

thing, the importance is committing to the larger questions and
allowing an answer to appear.
“One of my deepest convictions as
a storyteller,” stated Abumrad, “is
that if you ask a question you will
find something.”
One of the key concepts
Abumrad described in overcoming the gut churn and figuring
out how to succeed was something called “adjacent possible.”
The adjacent possible is a concept
in biology that describes when a
chain of acids make a small shift
but it is just enough that suddenly
the chain is linked together to
form a cell wall. Abumrad used
this concept to describe how in
the creative process there is a key
moment that determines what
could possibly be the outcome.
In the process of figuring out
what can be possible, Abumrad
stated that first there has to be
confusion and a feeling of being

World

lost, what he called the “German
Forest.” This comes from 2004
when Radiolab was essentially
canceled and Abumrad had to
make a documentary on German
composer Wilhelm Richard
Wagner’s “Ring Cycle.” This project was massive, incredibly stressful and Abumrad was not sure he
would succeed, but the project
is what convinced Abumrad that
Radiolab could work. While the
“German Forest” might be terrifying, Abumrad said venturing into
it is a key part of pushing yourself
to be more creative and getting
to where you want to be in your
work.
The next convocation will be
held on April 3 at 11:10 a.m. in the
Lawrence Memorial Chapel. This
will feature author and science
Evangelist Ainissa Ramirez who
will give her lecture “Technology’s
Unexpected Consequences.”

News

Compiled by Stephanie Meyer
Poland
Poland’s President Andrzej Duda made a public statement on Tuesday, Feb. 6, saying that he will sign
the controversial Holocaust bill that would make it illegal for blaming Poland of complicity in Nazi
crimes committed in Poland during World War II. The bill would make those who accuse Poland of
playing a role in Nazi crimes, after the Third Reich invaded the country, subject to a fine or imprisonment for up to three years. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu strongly opposes the bill,
calling it an attempt to rewrite history. Duda maintains that Poland played no explicit role in the
Holocaust, as the country too was occupied by Nazi Germany during the war and that “Polish death
camps” were built after Nazis invaded the country. Therefore, Duda claims, it is Nazi Germany’s
responsibility. However, historians report that many acts were carried out by the citizens of Poland,
such as informing Nazis of the hiding places of Jews for rewards and participating in massacres, such
as the Jedwabne pogrom, where hundreds of Jews were murdered by their neighbors. — BBC

Taiwan
On Tuesday, Feb. 6, just before midnight, an earthquake struck the Taiwanese city of Hualien, killing
two people and injuring at least 100 more. Although a multitude of aftershocks occurred after the
earthquake, there is no indication of a tsunami. Hualien is a popular tourist destination on Taiwan’s
east coast. According to Taiwanese government officials, a number of tourists are trapped in collapsed
hotels and are in the process of being rescued. According to the Hualien County Fire Department, 28
people have been rescued so far. Tuesday’s 6.4 magnitude earthquake seemed to be the culmination
of almost 100 smaller earthquakes that Taiwan has endured in the previous three days. Tuesday’s
earthquake occurred on the anniversary of the 2016 earthquake of the same magnitude that struck the
southern Taiwanese city of Tainan and killed more than 100 people. — CNN
France
On Monday, Feb. 5, Belgium-born French citizen Salah Abdeslam, stood trial in Belgium for the
attempted murder of police officers after he shot at police, starting a shoot-out, directly before
his arrest in March. Abdeslam was involved in the August 2015 attack on a high-speed train from
Amsterdam to Paris (which was thwarted by three tourists), the November 2015 Paris attack that
killed 130 people and injured hundreds and the March 2016 attack in Brussels airport, Zaventem, and
metro system that killed 32 people. Abdeslam fled from Paris to Belgium after the 2015 Paris attack,
where he hid in a Brussels suburb and was also where the shoot-out that he is on trial now for took
place. Abdeslam, the only survivor of the Islamic State militant group who carried out the 2015 Paris
attacks, is being held in France awaiting trial. — BBC
South Korea
On Wednesday, Feb. 7, one of the largest peace-time crossings of the Korean border occurred when
a group of 280 North Koreans arrived in South Korea in preparation for the Winter Olympics, which
formally start on Friday, Feb. 9. The group of North Koreans was mainly made up of the 229 member
cheer squad, but also included 26 taekwondo performers, 21 North Korean journalists and four North
Korea’s Olympic Committee members. The North Korean group will be staying at a luxury hotel two
hours away from Pyeongchang, where the Olympic venue is located. The hotel has been decked with
banners reading “welcome” and “we are one.” Police have been deployed to the hotel to ensure safety.
On Tuesday, the 140-member North Korean arts troupe arrived by ferry to South Korea, where they
were met with “anti-Kim Jong-un” protestors. These South Korean protesters were condemned by
North Korean news media. — Reuters

Great Britain
On Tuesday, Feb. 6, a London judge ruled that the British arrest warrant for Julian Assange must stand.
Assange, Australian-Ecuadoran computer programmer, is the founder of WikiLeaks and has been
harbored in the Embassy of Ecuador in London for the past five and a half years. British police issued
the warrant for Assange’s arrest after he skipped bail in 2012. He skipped bail to avoid extradition to
Sweden, where he faced rape and sexual assault allegations dating back to 2010. Sweden has since
dropped the investigation as they saw no hope of Assange returning to the country to be questioned
about the allegations. Since Assange lost the bid to get his arrest warrant dropped, he still faces charges for skipping bail. By currently hiding in the Ecuadoran embassy, Assange evades the risk of extradition to the United States to face trial for publishing secret government documents on WikiLeaks.
—NBC
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London Week Recap

Celeste Hall

Emma Arnesen

Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Copy Editor

_____________________________________

As time comes to “represent
some aspects of London culture” on campus, the Off-Campus
Programs Office hosted the annual
London Week last Monday, Jan. 29
to Friday, Feb. 2. The week featured several promotional events,
including a “Great British Baking
Show”-themed cookie-decorating
afternoon on Monday, a lecture
given by Gordon R. Clapp Chair of
American Studies and Associate
Professor of Government William
Hixon on Wednesday, an informational meeting about the London
Centre on Thursday and weekend
trip to Björklunden for all London
Centre alumni and students interested in applying.
London Week started with
Monday’s “The Great British Bake
Off ” cookie-decorating event,
a spin-off of the well-loved BBC
One show featuring passionate
amateur bakers that compete in a
series of challenges to be crowned
UK’s Best Amateur Baker, at
International House, featuring a
tiered stand of sugar cookies to
frost with the television series
playing in the background.
On Wednesday, Hixon spoke
in Main Hall 201 about the class
he taught as the London Centre
Visiting Faculty this past Fall Term,
“Food Politics and Culture.” The
course explored food awareness,
management and experimentation in London. The students
read “Hungry City” by Londonbased architect and food urbanist
Carolyn Steel. In her book, Steel

explains that for much of history,
Londoners were very conscious
of their food. Living in such a
large city, the logistics of feeding
everyone became a big concern.
Before the days of trucks, trains
and planes, people had no way of
importing food from long-distances without it spoiling. Because of
this, farms were necessary just
outside of the city, and huge vegetable, fish and meat markets were
common establishments with
all their noise and chaos. People
knew exactly where their food
came from and how it was made.
Today, most people know
very little about their food. Instead
of being limited to the immediate
resources, palettes are becoming
more globalized as people have
easy access to dishes from all over
the world. Still, “Food Politics
and Culture” argued that it is still
important to maintain awareness
about one’s food. Hixon and his
class visited several different markets across London to experience
the way that each demonstrated
an awareness of their food. Many
were very touristy and expensive,
but some retained a glimmer of
authenticity in their recipes, prices and function as a community
establishment.
On Thursday, Senior Emma
Arnesen and Director of Offcampus programs Laura Zuege led
an informational meeting in the
Warch Cinema, giving an overview
of the program, courses, opportu-

Dannielle Konz

cussed their own experiences
with gender on-stage as well as
productions they have seen and
heard of that worked with genderbending the characters, all-female
casts and other character alterations made in Shakespearean
plays. Opinions were also voiced
about how to change specific characters in specific works to give the
audience a new perspective on old
classics.
Lawrence’s
Department
of Theatre Arts is putting on
Shakespeare’s The Tempest
February 15 to 17 and, themselves, are taking liberties with
the characters, gender-bending a
few to add a twist to the original
work.
The Lawrence Inclusive
Theatre meets in Cloak Theatre
ever Sunday at 3 p.m. They are currently planning future inclusivity
in theatre discussions similar in
style, but different in topic for the
upcoming terms. For more information regarding the club and its
involvement on campus, please
contact copresident Granner and
sophomore Samantha Torres
or faculty advisor and James G.
and Ethel M. Barber Professor of
Theatre and Drama and Associate
Professor of Theatre Arts Kathy
Privatt.

See page 5

LIT holds gender and
Shakespeare discussion

Staff Writer

_____________________________________

The Lawrence Inclusive
Theatre (LIT) held a Gender,
Identity and Shakespeare studentled discussion on Sunday, Feb. 4
from 11 a.m. to noon. This was
the first discussion of potentially
several more to come.
LIT is an inclusive outreach
organization for theatre on campus. “We want to come together as
a community in conversation with
the works that are being done
on campus and in the theatrical
world at large to talk about any
subject that refers to theater and
specifically inclusivity in theatre,”
sophomore and copresident Caro
Granner explained the purpose of
the club. “This discussion is a trial
run of what future events might
look like in the coming terms.”
The discussion was centered around the article “The
Cross-Gender Casting of Great
Shakespearean Characters” by
Sarah Hemming, published in
the Financial Times in 2014. The
article discusses casting female
actors in male character roles in
many of Shakespeare’s plays and
the importance of representation
of women on-stage in these classic
productions.
Students in attendance dis-

CORRECTION

The article “Great Midwest Trivia Contest 53 celebrates the
obscure:” for the 2/2/18 issue was mistakenly attributed to
Dannielle Konz, but was actually compiled by Stephanie Meyer.

The Lawrentian Editorial Board 2017-18 deeply regrets the publishing of these errors.
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Much Love, Little Lady
By Celeste Reyes

“Second Witness”
Article courtesy of Tia Colbert of Creative Writing
Club
Phaybien paced around the
room at a rate of forty-five footsteps per minute, or so Frank
tells him. “Man, this is worse than
when the news broadcast my
name instead of Fabian’s as being
the cat thief.”
“Yeah, no kidding, Phil’s
dead.”
“They’re going to question us
eventually, Frank. What if— oh
God. What if they find out—”
Frank puts a finger over
Phaybien’s mouth. “Shh. They
won’t, unless someone tells.”
“No, man! I swear I won’t
crack under pressure.”
“Good. Excellent. We just got
to stay cool, you know? We—”
A scoff. “You’ve never been
cool in your life, Frank.”
Frank’s eyes narrow through
his glasses. “You don’t get a say in
this conversation, Rob.”
“What? Why not? I was
there!” Rob protests.
Phaybien shrugs at his brother. “Frank’s right. It just doesn’t
seem… appropriate for you to be a
part of the conversation. Besides,
you don’t even live here.”
Rob rolls his eyes. “Whatever.
I hope the cops arrest you as
accessories.”
“That’s not funny!” Phaybien
shouts as Rob leaves the apartment.
“No offense,” Frank begins,
“but your brother sucks.”
“Yeah, I know. Sorry about
that. He can’t help it.” Phaybien
sighs.
Frank perks up. “Phil actually
used to be a lot like him, remember?”
“Totally, man,” Phaybien
smiles and nods as he recalls
younger Phil. “He was the worst
before we straightened him out.”
“Reading books, going to
class — ”
“ — paying bills on time, having general critical thinking skills.”
“Remember when we first
met him? For the first time, like,
the very first time?”
Phaybien laughs. “Yeah, man!
He was like a volunteer at a library
or something. How lame. I’m glad
we got him a real job selling Cutco
knives with us.”
“Yeah, but then he got a job
at Fred’s behind our backs.” Frank

shakes his head at the betrayal.
“How many knives have you
sold, by the way?”
“You know, a few.”
“Right on, man! Totally the
same. Anyway, remember when
we took him to get his car?” Frank
grins. “He was all ‘I’m really close
to paying the one I have off’ and
‘you two picked a car way out of
my budget’, but we set him on
the right track.” Frank grows somber. “I told you something was up
with him a few days ago. Getting
all those good things and being
nice to people. I really thought
we were helping him that morning at the park. He seemed to
become himself again, then — he
was gone.”
Phaybien sinks into his own
chair. “I’m really going to miss the
guy. Was he a bit funny looking?
Yeah. Did he have some weird
habits? Of course. Did I sometimes
use his toothbrush without telling
him? I mean, who doesn’t? But he
was a good dude. A ‘gude’, if you
will.”
Frank, who had been nodding
along solemnly, pauses. “Did you
hear that?”
Phaybien perks up. “What?”
“It sounded like someone
coming up the stairwell.” Frank
slowly stands and starts toward
the door. Their apartment was the
only one on the top floor, and they
didn’t get many visitors.
Phaybien shrugs. “It’s probably just Rob coming back.”
“No, no,” Frank shakes his
head. “Rob’s footsteps are all like
‘sks-doom, sks-doom’ and these
footsteps are all like sh-boom ss,
sh-boom ss’. Completely different.”
Phaybien pales. “It’s the cops,
man, they’re coming for us!” He
jumps up and runs into his room.
“Phay, you have to calm
down. You have to —” Frank himself begins to freak out. He’s never
really been in trouble before
unless you count that time in second grade. Or in fifth grade. Or
that whole six weeks in eighth
grade that actually didn’t end until
tenth grade. But that doesn’t matter because he’s never been in this
kind of trouble before.
His breath catches as there is
a knock on the door. “Who is it?”
He squeaks.

Real fortunes from real cookies acquired at
Andrew Commons

Fly on the Wall
“Inside Look”

Tia Colbert

Staff Writer
________________________________
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Men’s tennis season begins despite cold weather

Kelli Quick
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

The Lawrence Men’s Tennis
Team is about to start their first
game of the season. Three freshman will be playing their first tennis game as Vikings, which is pretty exciting, so go out and support
them! The men’s tennis team’s
goal for the season is to make conference. Conference takes place in
Madison, Wis. However, it is very
exclusive. Only the top four teams
in the conference get to go! That
means that you have to be among
the best of the best. Last year the
Vikings came in fourth place. With
a lot of returning players, the outcome so far looks pretty good.
The team mostly consists of

Tyrone Stallworth

better at every match.”
Athletes like Arrivella are
known to have a growth mindset. Having a growth mind-set
means that you always work hard
to improve because you believe
you can make a change. However,
others may have a fixed mind-set,
which means people think that
they cannot improve their abilities, whether it be physically, like
talent, or mentally, like intellect.
Having a growth mind-set is
important as an athlete, even if
you are the best person on your
team. If you lack it, you may never
improve, meaning that you are
limiting your capabilities, and will
not become as successful as you
could have been.
Arrivella also believes that it is

important to play your best every
time in order to improve yourself and your teammates. That,
of course, also applies to a team’s
line up, which is said to be very
competitive on the tennis team.
When Arrivella was asked
what he loves about playing tennis, he said, “I love everything
about tennis, especially because it
involves everything in your body:
not just the legs and arms, but also
lots of concentration. Every time
you step on the court, you must be
sharp at all times to have the right
coordination with your decision.”
The most important skills
in tennis that you need to know
is that you need to remain calm
while trusting yourself throughout the match.

Confidence is also an important skill to maintain, but too
much of it is not necessarily good,
either. If one were to become
cocky, they may not practice as
much, and when it comes time to
perform they may slip, especially
under the pressure.
Lastly, it’s important to maintain a positive attitude throughout
the match. When playing doubles,
the partners need to know that
they trust each other.
One of the reasons why
Andrea fell in love with tennis
was because of Roger Federer. His
playing style inspired him. As
you start to progress through life,
think to yourself: who is your
muse and what will you become
because of it?

team experiences. Head Coaches
have to install game plans, run
practices, motivate and discipline
players and cultivate a winning
culture for their teams. A change
in leadership can be a way that
sport teams can hit the reset button when things become stagnant.
New head coaches come to a team
with fresh ideas for new plays and
different methods on how they
motivate players to perform well.
If a program had multiple losing
seasons in a row then a culture
of losing will latch on in the program. New coaches are the biggest
agents when it comes to turning
things around.
Whenever there is a yin,
yang is always hanging out close
by. While a coaching change can
restart a program it also can have

negative effects on a team. Most
athletes love their coaches, except
for bratty athletes, and in most
cases view them as parent figures and mentors. That being said,
athletes can be hurt emotionally
when their coach steppes down.
When coaches step down, that
puts teams in a period of limbo.
Athletes can become disengaged,
undisciplined and sometimes outright rebellious.
Luckily for the en’s basketball team, their seniors provide
a lot of leadership for their team.
According to Seniors Eric Weiss
and Ben Peterson, the seniors
were the first to be informed that
coach Depaegter was stepping
down. Because the seniors were
the first to know, they were able
to hold a team meeting to inform

everyone and to “keep the team
as calm as possible and to make
sure everyone’s focus was still the
same” (Eric Weiss).
Also Ben Peterson stated that
there was not a big transition to
be made because the assistant
coach Chris Kellett became the
Interim head coach. The playbook
remained pretty much the same;
the only thing that changed was
the new wrinkles that Kellett
installed. Overall the men’s basketball team might benefit from
this change. The aura of the team
seems to be upbeat and excited
for change.
The women’s basketball team
is in a different position than the
men’s team. The women’s coach,
Ashley Wellman, will step down,
but she is still with the team until

the end of the season.
I interviewed a few underclassmen to understand how the
team feels about their coach stepping down. The underclassmen
expressed that they are disappointed to have to adjust to such a
large change as the team is finally
starting to see success and progress.
Although the team will have
to make adjustments with a new
coach, their tight-knit group views
this as an opportunity to take even
bigger strides towards building
and sustaining a wining, competitive team.
Overall the team has a positive attitude and is excited for the
future and what they can accomplish.

Thiensville, Wis. and played
with the Hawkesbury Hawks
in the Central Canada Hockey
League (CCHL) before coming to
Lawrence. This season, Roeper
has played in 23 games for the
Vikings accumulating four points
total with one goal and three
assists. He has 10 shots in games
this season. In his career, Roeper
has played in 60 games scoring
two goals and nine assists in 60
total games.
Montemurro is a defenseman
from Glenview, Ill. and played
with the Soo Eagles in the North
American Hockey League (NAHL)
before joining the Vikings. This
season, Montemurro has played
in 23 games for Lawrence and has

a total of seven points on one goal
and six assists. He has taken 18
shots this season. In his career, he
has scored seven goals and contributed 21 assists in 100 total
games.
King is a forward from
Waunakee, Wis. and played with
rival Finlandia before coming
Lawrence for the 2015-16 season. In this current season, King
has racked up 33 points on 13
goals and 22 assists. He has also
contributed 43 shots in the season. In his Lawrence career, King
has scored 21 goals and added 46
assists in 73 total games.
Joehnk is a forward from
Vienna, Austria and played with
the Valley Junior Warriors in the

Eastern Hockey League (EHL)
before joining the Vikings. This
season, Joehnk has played in 23
games and has 11 points on six
goals and five assists. He has taken
20 shots for Lawrence in games
this season, as well. In his career,
Joehnk has scored 11 goals and
contributed eight assists in 77
total games.
Frank is a defenseman from
DeForest, Wis. and played with
the Minnesota Iron Rangers in
the Superior International Junior
Hockey League (SIJHL) before
coming to Lawrence. This season,
Frank has played 23 games racking up 16 points on one goal and
15 assists. He has also taken 42
shots this season. In his career as

a Viking, Frank has scored eight
goals and accounted for 31 assists
in 101 total games played.
Finally, McDiarmid is a forward from Alden, Mich. and played
with the Corpus Christi Ice Rays
in the NAHL before joining the
Vikings. This season, McDiarmid
has played in 19 games and has
four points on three goals and
one assist. He has also taken nine
shots for Lawrence this season. In
his career as a Viking, McDiarmid
has scored five goals and contributed two assists in 57 games.
Collectively, this senior class
has scored 54 goals and racked up
117 assists. They will leave behind
some big shoes to fill for the next
group of players.

Basketball program coaching changes

Staff Writer

_____________________________________

The coaching carrousel is
in full effect for both the men’s
basketball team and the women’s
basketball team. This term the
men’s basketball head coach, Joel
Depaegter, has already stepped
down from his head coaching
position. The women’s basketball
head coach, Ashley Wellman, will
also be stepping down from her
head coaching position at the end
of this basketball season. Changes
to a team such as a change in
leadership can affect teams both
in a positive way and in a negative way.
Head Coaches play a big
role in the amount of success a

Molly Doruska

freshman and sophomores, meaning the program will continue to
strengthen throughout these athletes’ remaining years. If a team
with mostly freshman last year
can make it to conference, which
is pretty impressive, then who’s
to say they cannot win the entire
conference within just a few
years? The tennis team’s strategy
for this season and the years to
come is to just take things one
step at a time. But how do the
athletes personally feel about this
upcoming season?
In an interview with returning
athlete and sophomore Andrea
Arrivella he stated, “My goal for
this season is to have as much play
time as possible and work hard at
every training session to perform

Thank you hockey team seniors

Staff Writer

_____________________________________

On Friday, Feb. 2, the Lawrence
University Men’s Hockey Team
hosted its last home game of
the season. They used this game
against Marian as an opportunity to honor six senior members of the team. The members
of this year’s class have all made
great individual contributions to
the program and will be greatly
missed next year. The six seniors
on the team are Jake Roper, Matt
Montemurro, Lane King, Mikkel
Joehnk, Austin Frank and Luke
McDiarmid.
Roeper is a forward from

Sports photos of the week: Men’s Hockey against Marian

Coach Mike Szkodzinski gives his team a pre-game talk before
their game against Marian. The Vikings lost their home game 3-1
on Friday night, and lost 5-1 on Saturday night at Marian.

Senior Jake Roeper skates past Marian defender during The
Battle of Highway 41 series, a series that dates back to 1992-93
season.

Photos by Caroline Garrow
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Athlete of the Week
Joe Kortenhof
wdd

STANDINGS

By Shane Farrell

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
Cornell
10-2
14-5
Ripon
10-2
13-7
Knox
9-3
14-6
Lake Forest
8-6
10-11
Lawrence
6-6
7-14
Monmouth
4-8
7-14
Illinois
4-8
6-14
Grinnell
4-9
7-11
Beloit
1-12
3-17
St. Norbert
0-0
7-4

This week I had the pleasure to meet with sophomore runner Joe
Kortenhof. Kortenhof has been running with a purpose this year,
making major strides in his running career. Coming off an impressive
cross-country season, he has been on fire these last two weeks of the
indoor track season. This week, Kortenhof placed third in the mile
with a time of 4:32.52. To a mere mortal, it would seem blazing fast;
however, he chocks it up to a “speed workout.” Last week, he was
first in the 5000 meter with a time of 15:16.31. This is the fastest
time in the conference by 19 seconds and ranks 34th overall in NCAA
Division III.
Shane Farrell: What’s it like winning Midwest Conference track performer of the week?

MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
Lake Forest
11-3
15-6
Monmouth
11-3
14-7
St. Norbert
10-4
15-6
Ripon
10-4
10-4
Grinnell
7-7
7-7
Lawrence
7-7
11-9
Cornell
6-8
11-10
Knox
4-10
6-15
Illinois
2-12
7-14
Beloit
2-12
3-18

Joe Kortenhof: It’s really fun winning the MWC track performer of
the week. This is the second time that I have received this award and
it feels nice to have my accomplishments recognized.
SF: Last week, you had an incredible performance on the track, winning the 5000 meter and posting the fastest time in the Midwest
Conference. How did your legs feel right after that race, and how do
you feel you performed? Anything to improve?

JK: I felt really good after finishing the 5k last weekend. I mean, I
was tired, but I felt strong and fit and really happy about the PR I
had just run. In the past, I have struggled with going out too fast and
then slowing down a little by the end of the race, so my coach really
wanted me to focus on even-splitting (running the same pace for the
whole race) this 5k. There weren’t many people in the race, so I knew
that I would be leading it which was actually really helpful. I just got
out front and settled into my pace and didn’t have to worry about
runners clipping at my heels. I ended up pretty much perfectly evensplitting it, and I felt super relaxed the whole race, so I was pleased
with how it went. I ended up qualifying for a 5k in Michigan this
upcoming Friday, so I am excited to see how that will go.
SF: Tell me about your mind-set or warm-up routine going into these
distances races.

TK: To be honest, I try not to think about racing before the race actually starts because it stresses me out too much. I just try to relax and
stay calm before I have to start my warm-up. We usually do about a
three-mile warm-up and then some dynamic stretching and strides
before getting on the line to race.
SF: You had another impressive performance this weekend, coming
in third in the mile. What distance can’t you run? You were fewer than
two seconds behind Josh [Janusiak]; what type of motivation is that?

JK: We ran the mile this weekend because our coach wanted us to get
a little speed work in. It was way out of both Josh’s and my comfort
zones and wasn’t a terribly fun experience. Josh and I tried to work
together in the race, one of us taking the lead from the other every
other lap, so it was definitely a team effort. I’m just glad that it’s over
with and that I get to run the 5k at my next meet.

Sports By the
Numbers

51

Points freshman Kenya Earl needs
to tie the school record of 408

7.17

Seconds it took junior Will Nichols
to run the 60 meter event

7

Days until the swim teams travel
to Grinnell, Iowa for the Midwest
Conference Championships

Photo by Emei Thompson

SF: Has he [Josh Janusiak] been a mentor to you in any way?

JK: Josh is more a friend than a mentor to me. We are roommates and
spend most of our days with each other, be that running or just hanging out. It’s been awesome to have him on the team with me and has
made it much easier to run workouts and races and to work together
to push ourselves to be the best that we can possibly be.
SF: Speaking of older runners/role models, what type of influence
has your big brother Teddy [Kortenhof] been in your running career
and life?

JK: If it weren’t for Teddy I wouldn’t have started running cross country my freshman year of high school, so in that sense he has taken a
major influence on my running career. If it weren’t for him, I wouldn’t
have been able to embrace running for what it is and come to love it.

SF: What is it like going to the same college as your brother and both
running track and cross country?

JK: A lot of people think it’s weird that I chose to go to the same college as my brother, but all in all it’s been really nice having Teddy on
campus and on the team. He’s been a really positive influence these
first two years of college and I’ll be sad to see him graduate this
spring.

MEN’S HOCKEY
North Division
TEAM
NCHA
OVR
St. Norbert
13-3
16-4-1
Marian
10-6
14-6-1
St. Scholastica 8-7-1
14-8-1
Lawrence
8-8
10-12-1
Northland
6-9-1
9-12-2
Finlandia
0-15-1
1-21-1
South Division
Adrian
15-1
19-4
Concordia
11-5
15-6-2
Lake Forest
9-6-1
12-10-1
MSOE
6-9-1
10-11-2
Aurora
4-11-1
5-14-4
Trine
2-12-2
6-15-2

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
and www.nchahockey.org
Feb. 7, 2018

London Week Recap
continued from page 2

nities and logistics of the London
Centre. They also spoke about
some changes at the London
Centre, including the upcoming
change of location. Lawrence will
be partnering with Florida State
University (FSU) for classroom,
housing and office space. FSU has
partnered with other schools in
the past for the same purpose,
including Grinnell and Oberlin.
According to Zuege, “Lawrence
has had a program in London
since the summer of 1970 and
our new partnership will allow
us to keep the program growing
with the needs and interests of
Lawrence and our students.”
Afterwards, seniors Trent
Guerrero and Hannah Gjerston,
alumnus of the program, stayed to
answer questions.
To end the week, Arnesen
and Atkinson hosted a “BjorkLONDON” weekend for London
Centre alumni and students
interested in applying for next
year. Planned to be a weekend of
British-themed games, information about the London Centre and

group bonding, the student assistants found it to be a nice turnout
with a mixture of alumni, students
who will be traveling this Spring
Term and those applying for next
year.
This year’s London Week
proved to be a success and Zuege
is looking forward to the new
interested students to apply. The
2018-19 year will be “particularly affordable” for students, said
Zuege, as the price of the program
will likely decrease. There are also
many scholarships and funding
opportunities available for a wide
variety of students. With London
Centre’s move, Zuege commented,
“There will be many benefits to
students [...] including an even
more central location, more modern student housing options, dedicated LU music practice space
with piano, more convenient
library access and a more personalized internship placement
process. We are very excited for
this exciting new chapter for the
London Centre and what it will
offer students.”

Radicalization

continued from page 11
Muslim youth must be reached
out to by larger communities as
well as state and federal government agencies. Radicalization is
stopped through education and
outreach, not through fear mongering and division. Instead of
promoting Hindutva rhetoric,
people should be uniting communities through common interest.
Most human beings on earth want
sustainable development, a better future for their children and
a place to live where they can
safely practice their beliefs; ISIL is
a threat to that for everyone.

FEATURES

6

Feb. 9, 2018

THE LAWRENTIAN

The Lawrence Passion Project: Tamanna Akram
Katie Mueller

Staff Writer
______________________________

This column intends to find out what
it means to be empathetic, to strive for
understanding and to document fulfillment
in action by having conversations with students working on Senior Experience Projects
at Lawrence on how they are using their
studies and passions as tools to create.
There is at least one thing that children's theater workshops and international
NGOs have in common and that is Tamanna
Akram. For the last four years, Akram has
been using her passions to navigate her
path at Lawrence University. Those passions have led Akram to a double major in
government with international relations,
theatre arts and a minor in economics
with a concentration in innovation and
entrepreneurship. While this potpourri of
academic pursuits might seem daunting,
Akram argues that the love she has found
in these pursuits has only driven her to do
more.
Akram did not start out at Lawrence
with her four areas of studies fixed in
place. In fact, Akram started off as just an
Economics major. As her studies started,
Akram quickly shifted gears and began to
see government as the best fit for her. Then,
during her sophomore year, Akram realized
that theatre arts was another passion she
wanted to add to her bag. This choice came
naturally, as Akram stated, “I started taking
theatre classes for fun because I thought I
really should make use of the theatre arts
department. By the end of sophomore year,
I had taken so many theatre classes that I
felt like I could pull off the major.”
“I can switch gears however I like and
I don’t get bored,” Akram stated as she
explained why she values getting to study
two vastly different things. Akram went on,
saying, “And a lot of times what I’m reading
about in my government classes contributes to my theater projects and it works the

other way too. There are two different parts
of my brain working together, but the two
parts also work differently.”
Right now, Akram is using one part
of her brain to finalize her research for
her government senior experience project,
which focuses on non-profits and NGOs
working to empower women in Bangladesh,
Akram’s own home. The main NGO Akram
focused her time on is Bangladesh Rural
Advancement Committee (BRAC), the largest NGO in the world, which had its start in
Bangladesh and now provides service in six
different countries.
Akram used her Senior Experience
grant to go home last December and travel
into different projects run by non-profits to
interview individuals in the hopes of gaining an understanding of why programs like
the ones BRAC are facilitating are working.
Akram explained the value of this trip back
home as she stated, “I have never traveled
there alone and I didn’t have a smartphone
growing up, so it was exciting to back with
a camera. I saw my country from an intellectual mind-set. It gave me a newfound
love for country.”
The main goal of the non-profits
Akram worked with is giving women financial agency, which has the potential to give
them more confidence and stability in other
aspects of their lives. The non-profits do
this by offering women micro-loans. Akram
explained that these loans not only give
women financial confidence, but that financial confidence becomes a greater sense of
confidence in general over time.
Akram was grateful to meet many of
these confident women who came to speak
to her on their own. Akram spoke specifically of one woman she met: “I met one
woman who had gotten married at 20 and
since getting married had saved up her
money to open her own beauty parlor. She
had such limited income but she designed
the whole thing by herself. And when we
talked to her she had only two or three dollars saved up and she used it to buy food
and drinks for us.”
Akram also worked to conduct research
for her project by meeting and talking with
professors from different universities, peo-

Senior Government and Theatre Arts major Tamanna Akram.
Photo by David Baldwin.

ple affiliated with different think tanks and
UN officials working in women empowerment to gain a variety of perspectives. The
process of getting into contact with UN
officials was easier than Akram thought as
she stated, “I just randomly messaged the
UN VP group on Facebook and someone
replied from Serbia saying that he went to
school in Marquette.”
She continued, “He asked me to tell
him about Lawrence and said that we could
grab coffee. After we met while I was back
home, he told me to come to the UN office
and he took me around and introduced me
to people. And then I saw this high school
friend of mine back home and I told her
about my project and she told me her tenant, Simon, works for UN Women and we
just went to Simon’s house. The work I did
was really a lot about making connections.”
When Akram is not busy making these
connections and learning more about her
country and how nonprofits work, she is
using another part of her brain to put
together theater workshops for her Theater
Arts Senior Project. Last year, Akram traveled to Sierra Leone where she helped to
lead children in putting together a theatrical performance. This year, she will be

going to Jamaica over spring break to help
oversee a similar workshop.
While Akram prefers to work behind
the scenes of a performance, she took great
pride in seeing kids gain confidence through
performance. Akram stated, “It didn’t matter if they were shy. Everyone gets in there
to contribute and to express. At the end
they’d come up to us to say they wanted to
be actors and that was really rewarding.”
Akram will also be leading a similar
workshop here in Appleton at the Boys and
Girls Club. She is hoping to assess how children living in communities in Sierra Leone,
Jamaica and Wisconsin all interact with
these programs. Akram said that there is a
“universal language,” to theater that makes
her program so exciting.
Akram sees great value in focusing on
her projects and passions. These are the
things that drive her. She explained this as
she stated, “I’m using my past experiences
as a tool to refine my skills, to reflect and
to see what I’ve learned. This is the whole
culmination of what I’ve learned from my
first day at Lawrence up until the time I
now get do it to bring it all together with
these senior projects.”

Hidden Figures of Lawrence: Christyn Abaray
Karina Barajas
Staff Writer

__________________________________

This column is devoted to highlighting staff members that play a huge role in
the everyday experiences of the Lawrence
community. The goal is to focus on the
“Hidden Figures” of Lawrence University and
their interests both within, and outside of
Lawrence.
In my column so far, I have heard stories of staff members who work in admissions and the administration. I have yet to
investigate the athletics side of Lawrence.
Who arranges the sports events and manages the sports equipment at Lawrence?
Christyn Abaray is the Director of Athletics
and oversees all twenty-one athletics programs. Abaray works closely with coach
personnel, student athletes and referee
staff. Abaray’s favorite part of her job is
going to sporting events to see students and
coaches in their element and participating
in a sport they are passionate about. Abaray
will have worked at Lawrence for two years
in April.
Prior to Lawrence, Abaray went to
Washington University in St. Louis for her
undergraduate degree in cultural anthropology while playing soccer as a student
athlete. She also worked in the athletics
complex. As a junior in college, she told her
counselor that she did not want to be a cultural anthropologist because it was not her
passion. She then shadowed him and the
athletics director, watching them do what
they do and admired the sports and leadership aspect. Since then, she has worked at

Swarthmore College outside of Philadelphia
for three years. In addition, Abaray was the
Athletics Director at Buena Vista University
in Iowa for four years.
Abaray has other passions and interests outside of Lawrence. The most important part of her life right now is her family. She is married with three children,
Kristen, Jackson and Jade. In her spare time,
she loves reading and getting her hands
on a good book. She also loves to travel
often. Abaray and her family are not from
Wisconsin and try to travel back east to
meet family in Iowa for long weekend family getaways.
The “Lawrence Difference” according
to Abaray is students having their own
interests and charting their own paths.
Abaray believes the most rewarding part
of her job is making sure students are
provided anything and everything as well
as embracing their own path. As a staff
member, she believes it is important to
help students and coaches find that path
and make it possible. Abaray has learned
through her job experience so far that it is
crucial to building solid relationships with
colleagues.
“I’m a firm believer that effective communication can solve a whole lot of issues
and building relationships where openness
is there to build those conversations,” stated Abaray.
She works closely with Ken Anselment,
the Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid.
In a crisis, where anything happens with a
perspective athlete, a coach has a question
about something such involving admissions
or a financial aid package, they will come
to her unhappy and needing someone to
listen to their side of the story. Abaray and

Director of Athletics Christyn Abaray.
Photo by Hannah Burgess.

Anselment work together to make sure they
both hear more than one side to the story.
“We have a relationship where we can
bounce information off each other and feel
comfortable and good about the outcome.
Without that foundation, things can get
contentious,” Abaray commented.
When asked about her inspiration
Abaray said, “My brother is a big inspiration
for me. We have been through a lot together
and seeing him grow and develop is inspirational. So are my husband and my kids.”
Abaray is a significant contributor to
Lawrence because she works hard to make
sure students and coaches are able to participate in sports throughout the year with
other schools across the country. She is

genuinely interested in the lives of student
athletes and tries to establish relationships
that are both helpful and meaningful. That
is what makes her an important player on
the team that is Lawrence University.
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Tashi Haig

The Mudd and Me: The Reference Desk

Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

It can be overwhelming to navigate a
research project if one is unfamiliar with
the right research sites or resources available in the Seeley G. Mudd Library. The
reference desk, easily spotted on the right
when walking into the library, is consistently staffed by librarians who are equipped to
help with any research questions, as well as
general library queries, that a Lawrentian
may have. Reference librarians can be
reached in a number of ways. While simply
walking up to the desk is a clear option, students can, in fact, also access the expertise
of reference librarians from the comfort
of a dorm by accessing the Librarian Chat
online at the library home page.
Alice G. Chapman Director of the
Library Peter Gilbert, seated by one of the
reference computers, gestured towards the
screen and explained, “I’ve got the console
here so I’m monitoring this when I’m on the
reference desk.” Gilbert added that along
with the chat window, students can also call
the desk or e-mail reference@lawrence.edu
for information.
Though it is helpful to have these
immediate forms of contact with reference librarians, students can be even better
served by planning ahead of a big project to
meet one-on-one with a reference librarian.
“I’m not sure that everyone understands
that we can make research appointments,”
Systems and Services Data Librarian and
Assistant Professor Craig Thomas mused,
when asked what resources students may
not be aware of missing.
Gilbert explained the process of creat-

DIrector of the Seeley G. Mudd Library Peter Gilbert at the Reference Desk on the first floor of the library.
Photo By Larissa Davis.

ing and facilitating a research appointment.
Students can fill out a form found on the
library’s home page, which Gilbert said can
tell the reference librarians “what you’re
working on, what you’ve done so far [and]
when you can meet.” All of the reference
librarians will receive the form and “whoever is best suited or whoever has the time
to follow up will do that,” Gilbert continued.
In preparation for a research appointment with a student, Gilbert said a reference librarian will “take your topic and figure out the best approach for it. And maybe
find some resources, figure out the best
databases, ways of searching that will help
you.” This way, a student can have more indepth, uninterrupted one-on-one help with

Nature’s Homosexual Agenda
continued from page 11

more fluid than we profess to be and that
while “true” homosexuality in our population might be rare, homosexual thoughts
and behaviors might actually not be so
outlandish or uncommon, showing up as
opportunistic homosexuality at same-sex
boarding schools and in many people who
claim the label of “straight.”
The second homophobic argument is
that of the famous religious passage about
a man not lying with another man. But it
is not so cut and dry why this was written.
As hard as it is to imagine, we might have
really needed more people at that point
in time so it could have been to encourage
people to make more babies. We were also
not the cleanest back then and since anal
sex is the most hazardous when it comes to
spreading STIs, it could have been that their
male population engaging in this behavior
was dying. The point is that the origin of
this passage is unclear and we could be misinterpreting it. But even then, it comes from
the same source that says we should kill
people for wearing two different fabrics, or
planting two different kinds of crops next to
each other, so I can be fairly certain that it is

not the best source of what is morally right.
So why does homophobia exist if it is
natural and it might not even be religiously
sanctioned? Well, it clearly lies within our
societal norms. We tend to think that our
norms make sense in the larger whole, but
quite often we find that many things that
we believe in or do or have believed in or
did do not make any sense whatsoever.
What we must accept is that homosexuality
is everywhere and has been with humans
for a very long time. We still don’t fully
understand it, and that makes it really
scary, but there is an undeniable truth that
lies at the center of this. Wherever someone
falls in the spectrum does not disqualify
them from the same treatment that everyone else receives. At the end of the day,
nature is totally cool with homosexuality
and the passage we use in the Bible cannot be used without its context of burning
people for wearing two different fabrics.
We must acknowledge that our discomfort
with the LGBTQ+ movement is far from
natural or religious and simply comes from
our prejudiced norms that we set up under
those guises.

Congratulations to the
2018-19 Editorial Board!
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any sort of research project.
University Archivist and Assistant
Professor Erin Dix emphasized the benefit
of making these appointments by pointing
out, “If you try and bang your head against
something and you’re having trouble getting information and you’re spending a lot
of time and energy, we can help save you
that stress and that time if you come see
us early on in your research process. That’s
really what we’re here to do.”
In agreement with Dix, Gilbert also
said, “I think the main thing we want students to know about the reference desk is
that we’re here to help and we’re here to
help you save time. Do students have lots of
extra time? No… rather than banging your

head against databases or the internet or
the library catalogue or whatever come and
ask us. That’s what we’re here for and that’s
what we want to do and what we like to do.”
Beyond specific help with research
projects, the reference librarians pointed
out that the reference desk offers many
helpful resources. Thomas described the
reference desk as “a switchboard for finding out what’s available” at the library.
Dix added that subjects the reference
librarians can help students, faculty and
staff with “can span from really in-depth
questions about projects that students
might be doing for classes, to how to find
a book on the shelves, so it’s a wide range
of different things that people might need
help with.”
Gilbert was enthusiastic about all that
the reference desk can do, stating, “It’s all
over the map! That’s one of the best things
about being a reference librarian, is the
wide variety of questions that we get.”
The librarians who man the reference desk are dedicated to providing the
Lawrence community with assistance on
any scale, be it for senior capstone research
or simply navigating the library. By sharing their knowledge of the library’s many
resources, reference librarians can help any
student delve into a project with professional help and strategies. The reference
desk is open Monday through Thursday
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. and Sunday 1 p.m. until 9 p.m. Before
the next research project sneaks up, be sure
to contact the reference desk to receive specialized help from a librarian who can save
you the pain of endless hours of searching
for the right resources.
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Handmade paper becomes a
social statement

Nicole Witmer
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Nils Frahm and Quin
Kirchner
Izzy Yellen
Columnist

_________________________

The live music scene here at
Lawrence has been quiet, and in
an effort to shed some light on
music I have been listening to —
besides Lawrence-related releases — here are two instrumental
albums that I strongly feel will
end up in my list of 2018 favorites.
And yes, I know it is only early
February.
Nils Frahm’s “All Melody”

Wanting to get to know the
contemporary ambient electroacoustic genre better, I turned to
Frahm, from whom I had only
heard one album prior to “All
Melody.” And that album was not
even one of his electronic albums;
it was a completely acoustic collection of piano improvisations,
an atypical pick from his catalogue (it is titled “The Bells,” and
I highly suggest it). His latest
release is also atypical, but after
reading about the processes and
inspirations for his other albums,
I found that they all seem to be
built around extremely specific
circumstances and settings. For
“All Melody,” Frahm constructed
Saal 3, his own large studio in
what was once a studio for chamber ensembles, rich with natural acoustics unique to the ’50s
Funkhaus. In it, Frahm housed his
complex setup of vintage synths,
pianos and a whole slew of keyboard instruments that he had
collected throughout his life. He
views the studio and its collection of sound sources as one huge
instrument, and after hearing the
album, I found myself wholeheartedly agreeing with him.
Frahm uses the studio beautifully, creating a musical world that
feels very tied to where it originated while also feeling epochs and
universes beyond. The different
voices on the album blend together in unexpected ways, bonding to
each other no matter the timbre or
tone. During my first listen, in the
peaceful early morning, I never
once thought about the source of
a sound or how Frahm created
it. Before listening, I knew that
he was an expert at manipulating
conventional instruments, subtly
affecting how they are recorded or
played but often changing the output just enough to make its source
harder to determine. But listening was an even more remarkable
experience, something a notion
prior-to could not convey. Even
without the knowledge of how he
created the studio and the plethora of instruments he used within
it, I found myself moved by the
album’s quiet hugeness. It is as
vast and unfathomable as it is
personal and intimate. To look at
it in the face is to see the process
and product of creating sound in

which gut feelings and tranquility
play large roles.

Quin Kirchner’s “The Other
Side of Time”
Chicago drummer Kirchner
has been playing with jazz, rock,
folk groups — you name it —
even backing several shows from
stand-up comedian John Mulaney
recently, and if that versatility and
prolificacy did not set him apart,
his debut as a leader and composer undoubtedly has. This ambitious work, one-and-a-half hours
long, has the capability of gripping the listener for the entirety
of its duration, exploring many
original compositions as well as
fresh arrangements from the likes
of Mingus, Sun Ra and other outthere jazz greats. I must admit
that at first, its duration was a bit
daunting, but within just the first
several seconds, I was hooked.
Rolling and full drums meshed
with watery Wurlitzer pads and
arco bass, creating a spiritual yet
foreboding soundscape. From
there on out, time went quickly,
with either Kirchner’s compositions and arrangements keeping
things chugging along or hypnotizing moments such as “Drums
& Tines” warping my sense of
time completely. This album is a
poem, every sound purposeful
and placed so well—whether inthe-moment or planned beforehand. Despite its long running
time, “The Other Side of Time”
feels succinct.
It is also difficult to get past
just how many unique voices
make up this release. From its
leader, whose voice permeates
the work multi-dimensionally; to
Jason Stein, a bass-clarinet giant;
to the busy Nick Broste on trombone and engineering; to the solid
tenor sax sound of Nate Lepine;
to the Third Stream staple bassist Matt Ulery — this album is
in extremely good hands. Even
its artwork, created by visual
artist and electronic musician
Damon Locks, played into my listening experience greatly. While
Kirchner leads and composes, the
album is very much a collaboration between and celebration of
several of the strongest and most
distinct voices in Chicago today.
The common ground the group
(plus its various other collaborators, including the composers of
the non-Kirchner tunes) finds is
stellar and unexpected in a way
only contemporary Chicago jazz
can be; they create a certain kind
of atmosphere with their desire
to explore, their kindness and
authenticity. But this album, specifically, has something more — it
put me into a world that few other
works of its kind have, making
living and listening feel as effortless as the sound the musicians
created.

On Feb. 1, co-curators
Melissa Hilliard Potter and Reni
Gower treated Lawrentians to
“Pulped Under Pressure: The Art
of Handmade Paper.” The traveling exhibit highlights paper
art from seven different artists,
including Potter and Gower.
The pair met while Potter was
a student of Gower’s at Virginia
Commonwealth University and
eventually began working on projects together.
Throughout the presentation, Potter and Gower each
gave historical background on
paper and the art of papermaking. Beginning with the invention
of paper in China, to the spread
from East to West, to the invention
of the Fourdrinier papermaking
machine, the audience received a
brief but in-depth history of paper.
The curators then jumped into the
twentieth century and examined
the rejuvenation in handmade
paper crafts, specifically referring to the Roycroft Shops. These

shops focused on the craft artists
and their work in late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries.
After lecturing the audience on the history of handmade
paper, Potter and Gower introduced the artists featured in the
exhibit and their respective systems of reasoning behind using
this medium. The artists included were Jillian Bruschera, Julia
Goodman, Reni Gower, Trisha
Oralie Martin, Melissa Hilliard
Potter, Marilyn Propp and Maggie
Puckett. As Gower and Potter gave
the audience biographical information about each of the women,
it became obvious that the main
concern connecting each of these
artists was the environment. From
putting discarded objects into
paper containers, to showing the
clash between the industrial and
natural worlds, the projects were
clear in projecting their over-arching idea: people need to be more
active in preserving nature. Apart
from environmentalism, the artists also conveyed their message
of inclusivity; whether it is in reference to the LGBTQ+ community

or cross-cultural identities, each
piece encourages understanding.
Interspersed within the artists’ biographies were the paper
methods they used while creating
these pieces. Jillian Bruschera has
a “work with what you got” mentality and uses discarded materials; she puts paper into sidewalk
cracks so people will look at it
in a new way. Taking an interesting stance on social divisions,
Julia Goodman works with rag
paper and imprints opera fonts
onto the pieces, merging the low
and high classes. Marilyn Propp
focuses more on marine life, using
machine parts and making small
constructions from found objects.
Her pieces are unframed, giving
the prints the illusion that they
are floating off the walls. In each
of these works, as well as others,
the artists showcased their own
personal beliefs.
In a time when environmental issues seem to be on the
back burner, Potter’s and Gower’s
exhibit breathes fresh air into
the ever-present issue of climate
change.

Melissa Hilliard Potter and Reni Gower present on work by artist Maggie Puckett.
Photo by Nidi Garcia.

Photo Feature: Winter
Carnival bands

Various student bands performed in the Esch-Hurvis Room on the night of Friday, Feb. 2.
Photo by Taylor Blackson.
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Legendary saxophonist Joe Lovano visits Lawrence

Carl Johnson
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

One thing that has always
stuck out to me about Lawrence,
especially as a jazz musician, is the
school’s ability to bring in excellent jazz artists, either renowned
or up-and-coming.
My freshman year I saw John
Raymond and Real Feels, whose
guitarist, Gilad Hekselman, would
make waves with his future
album, “Homes.” Last Friday, I
rushed into the chapel along with
practically every jazz musician at
Lawrence and many other people
from Appleton to see legendary
saxophonist Joe Lovano.
Lovano’s accolades are
impressive; he has received an
honorary doctorate from Berklee
School of Music, and he has played
with many of my favorite musicians, including John Scofield.
The program told us that Lovano
has released over twenty albums
since the 1990s, a prolific amount
for an older jazz musician.
Lovano has showed no signs
of slowing down; on Friday, he
walked onto the Chapel stage to
massive applause, spoke for about
a minute and then played for about
an hour and a half, only stopping
between songs to allow for a quick
wave of applause. Since there was
no program (there never really is
at a jazz concert), and he didn’t

speak between pieces, I have no
idea what any of them were called.
He said that he would be playing
“a suite of my own compositions,”
without giving any hint at titling.
How was I to listen to them later?
So, instead of focusing on
individual pieces, I will focus
on the performers themselves
and the feelings the music gave
me overall. Lovano himself was
incredible; his sax lines were
ferocious, his fingers weaving up
and down the instrument with
immense technical skill.
What really struck me about
his playing, though, was his sound.
It was that perfect sax tone, that
rich tenor sound that fills the
room with either warmth or bite.
Lovano leaned mostly toward bite.
It was clear that he was a master
of his instrument; we came to
hear a legendary sax player, and
our expectations were satisfied. I
was more impressed by his band,
actually, for this simple reason:
I knew, going into the performance, that Joe Lovano would be
extremely good at his instrument.
He is a virtuoso, after all. However,
there were no such preconceived
notions about his backing instrumentalists.
His band, dubbed “The Classic
Quartet,” consisted of Lawrence
Fields (piano), Peter Slavov (bass)
and Lammy Istrefi on the drums.
All of them impressed me in dif-

Joe Lovano performs with his band in Harper Hall.
Photo by Taylor Blackson.

ferent ways. Fields’s solos were
very well developed. He weaved
between bebop language and
recurring motifs which made
them not just listenable, but really
enjoyable and engaging. Slavov’s
bass lines were very compositional; they served each piece, and he
rarely conformed to the classic
walking bass line, preferring to
do other bass work that was just
as impressive to me. His

Book Review
“Gerald’s Game”
Bridget Bartal
Staff Writer

_______________________

CW: sexual abuse
Stephen King has seen his
fair share of success with his most
popular horror novels, including
“‘Salem’s Lot,” “It,” “Carrie” and
“The Shining,” to name a few.
These and many others have been
adapted into films and TV shows
throughout the years. I’ve read
roughly 30 out of his 54 published novels, and I have genuinely enjoyed (almost) all of them.
Yet “Gerald’s Game,” a personal
favorite of mine, seems to be off
the popular radar. Published in
1992, the book was recently made
into a Netflix original movie, yet
the novel and film have not gotten much attention compared to
King’s other successes. Though
I am not claiming that “Gerald’s
Game” is his most well-written
book, I can confidently say that it
was his most terrifying read.
I experienced my first
Stephen King book, “Carrie,” in
fifth grade and quickly moved
through a handful of King’s more
popular works. During the summer of 2013, I read “Gerald’s
Game.” I had many of what are
often considered King’s scariest
books under my belt, yet none of
them had ever really fazed me,
even at a relatively young age.

did not shatter them. Many times,
with Lawrence jazz concerts, you
sit down and expect a certain
thing, and the concert you see
completely shatters your expectations. This one did not, and that
is perfectly okay with me. One
of the best saxophonists came to
Lawrence to play some classic
jazz, and he played some classic
jazz. And it sounded great.

Film Review

“The Invitation”
Wendell Leafstedt
Staff Writer

__________________________

This was the case until I read
“Gerald’s Game.” Something about
it felt different. Most of King’s
other works deal with monsters
and magic; for example, “Carrie,”
“It” and “‘Salem’s Lot” respectively
deal with telekinesis, clowns and
vampires. King’s portrayal of the
unreal and the un-dead is often
terrifying, but nothing is quite
as terrifying as the humanity of
“Gerald’s Game.”
At its simplest level, the
book recounts the experience of
a woman tied to a bed while trying to rekindle her sexual life with
her husband. Naturally, the scene
is set in a secluded cabin where
no help is to be found when her
husband dies of a heart attack
during sex, leaving her alone and
still chained to the bed. Days go
by, and the novel finally confronts
the terrifying connection between
her present pain and the emotional turmoil she faces as she
remembers being sexually abused
as a child. While other King novels may be more graphically violent or explicit, this book works
through a subject that is emotionally disturbing on many different levels. I would definitely not
recommend it for a light read, nor
would I recommend it to those
who are not familiar with Stephen
King or horror novels in general.
But if you are looking for a good
scare more based in realism than
are King’s other novels, “Gerald’s
Game” is the book for you.

bass solo was also impressively
technical. Istrefi had some really
interesting drum work, mostly
sticking to a swing beat, but also
exploding on the kit when Lovano
was soloing, matching his intensity perfectly.
Friday night’s concert was
incredible because it was a quartet of four incredible jazz musicians. I loved it, and it met my
expectations perfectly — but it

I had heard that you should
watch “The Invitation” without
reading anything about it beforehand, so that’s what I did. The only
information I had was from the
advertising blurb: “While attending a dinner party at his former
home, a man thinks his ex-wife
and her new husband have sinister intentions for their guests.”
This review contains minor
spoilers, so if you want to stay
true to the aforementioned suggestion, stop here.
“The Invitation” performed
well when it was released in
2015. The movie focuses on the
interactions between couple Will
(Logan Marshall-Green) and Kira
(Emayatzy Corinealdi), their dinner hosts David (Michiel Huisman)
and Eden (Tammy Blanchard),
and several other guests. It was
directed by Karyn Kusama.
From the first scene, it
becomes clear that this is going
to be a serious movie. On the way
to the dinner, Will and Kira injure
an animal on the road, and they
have to mercifully kill it. Ominous
music plays; they are visibly shak-

en. I thought I was watching a
movie about a dinner party.
The film plays on your expectations from then on. It wants you
to believe that something evil is in
the air, but it makes you wait and
wonder so long that you begin
to doubt anything will happen.
If you are lucky enough to have
avoided the trailer and marketing,
which give away a significant part
of the ending, you might start to
wonder if the movie is a big trick.
Is the shocking climactic twist we
expect inevitable, or are we being
led on?
Suspense and tension are
built in several ways. Atmospheric
music and lighting convey a sense
of danger. Since “The Invitation”
plays out in real time, it sometimes has no music for stretches
as long as 20 minutes, but occasionally, a low drone adds dark
meaning to a seemingly innocent
hallway conversation. Another
way is the gradual revelation of
discrepancies in characters’ stories—about who was supposed to
attend, why the doors are locked,
why dangerous chemicals are discovered in the hosts’ bathroom.
During the first hour, we
learn all about the history of the
characters’ relationships, like Will
and Kira’s marriage, which fell

apart after their son was killed
in an accident. The timing and
delivery of dialogue is so awkward
that you have to believe it was
intentional. Characters wait five
or ten seconds to respond. They
would walk away in the middle
of conversations. No one seemed
interested in lightening the mood
or giving easy answers. It was this,
not the nearly unbelievable ending, that stretched my suspension
of disbelief almost to the breaking point — but maybe this is a
tension-building device in itself.
Some call the slow pacing of
“The Invitation” problematic, but
I think it is important to the story.
The movie is 100 minutes long,
and not until we are one hour
in do we see the first hard evidence that something is wrong.
The movie gives you a lot of time
to question everyone’s motives,
change sides and evaluate your
opinions, which is a critical part of
the viewing experience.
I recommend watching it so
you can see how it uses its “shortcomings” — slow pacing, uncomfortable dialogue, inevitable
ending — for psychological and
dramatic effect. Even though you
know something terrible is going
to happen at the end, you don’t.

HELP THE ENVIRONMENT.
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!
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STAFF EDITORIAL
LUCC Constitutional Amendment aims
at equity and inclusivity
LUCC, along with students and staff, just ratified one of the more important amendments to the
council’s constitution in some time. About four constitutional amendments were ratified in the past
ten years. Most of these amendments instituted minor changes, aside from one to elect LUCC representatives by class rather than residential district. “This amendment is a pretty major one and is
probably significant in that same kind of way,” Lauderdale said. “We are adding a whole new section
and a whole new set of guiding principles.”’
The process of creating and passing a constitutional amendment might be unfamiliar to many
students. Unlike the LUCC by-laws — which only need two-thirds majority of the council members’
votes, provided they had been submitted in writing at the previous meeting — an amendment to the
Constitution requires a majority of the council, along with ratification by both the faculty and student
body by two-thirds majority in each voting group. Senior Naomi Oster, current LUCC Vice-President,
started writing the amendment in Fall 2017, and then it went through debate in both a committee
and council for half the term. Before the full voting referendum, LUCC needed to hold an open session
to assess the reaction and opinions from faculty and students on campus.
The new version of the preamble includes phrases such as “collective mission to foster a respectful environment,” “equitable and inclusive treatment for all groups” and “promote opportunities for
student leadership and involvement.” This new preamble, as Lauderdale stated, is intended to help
guide the committees proceedings and actions. Using words like “equity” instead of “equality”, for
example, implies an added criterion while deliberating finance allocations for student organizations.
Instead of simply basing such decisions on the organizations’ needs and their proposed amounts,
LUCC will also assess whether certain organizations should be prioritized over others in terms of
funding on the basis of their ideals and mission statements.
The preamble also encourages the addition of other operative clauses which would directly
impact the way student organizations are run. Last year, a request from LUCC’s general council for
Judicial Board to take action against a potential online harassment incident was dismissed on the
grounds that the accusation did not apply to any of the current clauses of the social code. The new
amendment will help take action against previously non-punishable offenses by broadening how we
define disruptive behavior.
LUCC is also planning to legislatively mandate all groups related to diversity to have discussion
training sessions with Vice President for Diversity and Inclusion Kimberly Barrett as a prerequisite
for LUCC (re-)recognition. Similarly, training sessions with the Volunteer and Community Service
Center (VCSC) are being planned to ensure that all on or off campus volunteering happens in an ethical. Both these steps will be stemming from the new preambulatory clause recognizing Lawrence’s
“collective mission to foster a respectful environment.”
In many ways, this addition to the preambulatory clauses addresses some of the concerns
brought up in last spring’s final general council widely attended by the Lawrence Community. This
change is the first major step towards ensuring better moderation during discourse and effective
action against disruptive behavior not only for the current campus climate but also for years to come.

Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Cassie Gitkin at lawrentian@lawrence.
edu. We review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the right to edit
for clarity, decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and
should not be more than 350 words.

Transition lenses: not lame
Simone Levy

Staff Writer
___________________________________

I was never one of those kids
who had the privilege of wearing
transition lenses in middle school.
I looked up to those kids as if
they were gods, while cursing my
perfect Blu-Ray High Definition
blessed eyes. However, when my
vision inevitably began to crumble
at around age 12, I went to Costco
with my mom to pick out my very
first pair of glasses. After much
deliberation and many arguments
with my mom, pleading with her
to get me four-hundred dollar
Fendi frames, I eventually settled
on your classic hideous plastic
frames that had a proclivity for
slipping down my nose.
We went up to the counter where the employee fitted
the glasses to me and asked me
questions and made final measurements. Finally, he asked me
if I wanted transition lenses. I
felt a charge of excitement surge
through my veins: would I finally
be able to exist on the same plane
as those unbelievably cool nerds in
middle school? My mom jumped

in before I could say anything:
“No, she doesn’t need those,” my
mom told the employee. I could
sense my heart dissolving in my
chest.
I went on with my boring
life without transition lenses for
six years, until at age nineteen, I
decided to do something extraordinary: go to college with transition lenses. My first day on campus with my new glasses, I began
to feel extremely self-conscious
due to the stigma around transition lenses, and also due to the
fact that very few people seemed
to have them. My half-tinted lenses would stay tinted for a few
minutes upon entering any building, they would dim in the car, and
they would even turn to sunglasses if I sat too close to a window on
a sunny day. I was embarrassed,
plain and simple.
However, after musing on
my idols and biggest influences
in life who wear either sunglasses
indoors or transition lenses, like
my mother, my grandmother, and
most importantly Bono from U2,
I began to shed my shy, diffident
outer shell while becoming reso-

lute in my quest for retina health
and pure, unadulterated fashion.
I walk into every indoor space
on campus now proud that my
glasses will fully take a solid five
minutes to revert back to being
clear lenses. I am now undaunted
when I am in the car and notice
my glasses beginning to dim.
Transition lenses are straight fire.
They combine UV protection with
unabridged style to expose the sex
symbol in all of us. There should
not be this stigma around transition lenses that there is currently:
that they are only for when we
were lame middle schoolers, or
that they are only for old people.
I fully believe that transition
lenses are the best thing to ever
happen to me. Not only has my
confidence skyrocketed, but my
eyes are in great shape on account
of the many benefits sunglasses
provide for eye health. To wrap it
up, it is my firm belief that everyone with glasses should invest in
transition lenses, not only for the
health aspect, but for the Adonis
image it will bestow upon you.

Peeping Toms shape history

Michele Haeberlin
Staff Writer

______________________________________

“In fourteen hundred ninetytwo, Columbus sailed the ocean
blue.” Many people know this
rhyme, but they may not also
know that from this journey and
the age of colonialism was created
a surging change in the public eye
of how they viewed and classified
any deviation from their normal.
‘Oriental.’ A word in part created by Edward Said, this vague
term was ostentatiously used
throughout western Europe to
define the new drug the Occident
(Said’s term for western Europe)
couldn’t get enough of. According
to the dictionary, ‘Oriental’ is of,
relating to, or characteristic of the
East. But in western Europe, this
term defined a new excitement,
a new upstart that was different
enough to be scandalously exciting but far enough away that it
posed no threat of change to normal society life. And in this new
word was amplified the idea of
viewing and interacting with the
“other,” the deviation from the
normal way of life, in a voyeuristic
way.
Voyeurism is defined as the
practice of gaining sexual pleasure from watching others when
they are naked, engaged in sexual
activity or from seeing the pain or
distress of others. But it is more
commonly being used now to
mean an enjoyment in viewing the
intimate lives of others, typically
without their consent. And this is
the exact urge the “Orient” had to
people who heard of these new
far off lands with their strange
customs. The desire to learn of the
“barbaric” and “savage” customs
of these countries had an insatiable thirst.
But why does this matter now?
You probably do not want a mini
history lesson on the colonial era
in this article, so why should you
keep reading? Because the theme
of voyeurism has not only been
perpetuated along with the colonial mind-set (much to its benefit), but it has prospered into a
weed that has so entangled itself
with American society neither can
now go on without the other. For
example, look at a typical day for a
Lawrentian on campus. You wake
up, get ready, head to class and you
are a bit early, so you pull out your
smartphone. BOOM. Right there.
You are already engaging in the
voyeuristic mind-set as you scroll
through numerous social media
apps, looking at various videos
and pictures. By entering this
world of the internet, where you
are able to safely look at the intimate parts of other peoples lives
without them knowing, you have
become a voyeur. The American
lifestyle in and of itself highly promotes a voyeuristic lifestyle, with
its movie theaters, magazines and
the biggest culprit—television.
Children are taught from infancy
as their bored baby-sitter plops
them down in front of the television that it is okay to look at the
private lives of others, and moreover, that they can do so with no
consequence.
Now, you may make some

strong arguments against my
claims, such as the fact that due to
the technology of today people are
more connected and understanding of each other than ever before,
as globalization is showing, and
surely that is something that can
only bring beneficial knowledge.
Or, you may say my claim has firm
evidence, but then what do I suggest we do to stop this? Destroy
all smartphones so that people
can no longer view the intimate
lives of others? Heavily regulate
all internet searches to make sure
they contain nothing regarding
unapproved peeking into other
people’s private life? My mother, after reading an article about
hackers being able to see through
your computer’s camera, keeps
a piece of tape over the home
computer’s camera. But voyeurism, and the way I suggest we
primarily recognize and then deal
with it, has escalated far beyond
someone hacking into my home
computer to watch my dog sleep
around all day.
Poorism. Until a few days ago
I never knew it existed. But in
my Spanish class, Latin@ Studies,
after discussing the problems
with the song “Despacito,” my
teacher brought up the fact that
there is a “Despacito Tour.” The
tour lets people (by people I mean
those who are well-endowed
financially and usually white) be
guided through the area where
the music video was filmed. “Oh
cool, that sounds pretty nice!” was
what I thought at first. But then
my teacher went on to explain
poorism. Poorism, also known
as reality tourism, is tourism of
poor countries — exclusively the
‘off the beaten path’ parts which
are hidden away from the white
beaches and mojito filled hotels of
most exotic locations whose economy benefits from regular tourism. The music video “Despacito”
shows the artists performing the
song in La Perla (a poor neighborhood) of Old San Juan, Puerto
Rico. So, the “Despacito Tour” is
really poorism, as intrigued tourists peek into the various parts
of this neighborhood that were
briefly illuminated in the light of
this music video. This is just one
example of how far voyeurism
has pushed people into forgetting
their sense of decency, common
courtesy, compassion, and morality. People are willing to travel
to exotic places and go into the
“scandalous” and “dangerous”
areas, getting a thrill from this and
gawking as they peer into the lives
of people they do not understand
and do not try to.
I can sit in my Post-colonial
Writers class and condemn the
people who instigated ideas like
orientalism and how they marveled at the apparent oddities of
these ‘exotic and morally corrupt’
peoples from other places. But, I
cannot say I do not understand
how they reached these horrible
assumptions, because this idea of
voyeurism, this idea of viewing
the intimate lives of others without consequences, is still ongoing.
And, while I cannot tell the world
to stop using their phones, I can
say to you all to think about what
you are doing when you do.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them.
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ISIL Radicalization in the Modern Age
Jonathan Rubin

Op-Ed Editor Emeritus
______________________

Over the course of my time at
Lawrence, I have had the privilege to be able to travel for field
experiences and study abroad
programs. While in Morocco and
India, I was able to speak with
people working on the front lines
to fight radicalization by reaching
out to the hearts and minds of the
youth who these terrorist groups
are targeting. Recently, in Iraq,
four Indian nationals were found
to be missing. Two of the young
men’s parents said they have been
contacted by their children and
have found out that all four of the
missing young people have joined
up with ISIL. In the editorial
piece I read about the men in The
Times of India, the prognosis was
quite dire. It seems many Indian
counter-terrorism experts believe
a whole new wave of radicalization among young people in the
country is rising, which, coupled
with ISIS’s need for bodies, makes
the country’s 172 million Muslims
a target. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s BJP regime’s perceived
and real Hindu nationalism, called
Hindutva, further marginalizes
the Indian Muslim community
which, along with poverty, makes
them more susceptible to radicalization.
Radicalization, Islamic and
otherwise, must start to be
viewed as a public health problem, not a ideological war. The

Wyatt Lee

populations most brutalized by
radical Islamic terror are Muslim.
All of the Muslim people I know
from countries with Islamic terrorist groups hate those groups
and many have had family members killed by these groups. NGOs,
governments and the private sector have to partner with these
communities so that they can protect their children from the poison
of radicalization. I think, in India’s
case, they focus solely on radicalization coming from Pakistan
because of lasting Partition hostilities instead of looking to counter radicalization efforts from
the Islamic State. Furthermore,
Hindutva rhetoric must be toned
down because of its marginalizing
of Muslims.
In the modern age, anyone
with access to a computer can
become radicalized to commit
violence in the name of any number of radical groups. One Indian
state, Kerala, has become a target
for ISIL recruitment efforts in particular. There have been dozens of
young people recruited to ISIL by
means of encrypted audio recordings.
I realized how important
understanding radicalization is
during my visit to Morocco. In
Casablanca, there was a large terrorist bombing a few years ago.
All of the bombers came from an
incredibly poor area of the city.
After the bombing, large governmental and NGO efforts and
programs developed the area. It
is now accessible by commuter
rail and people have been moved
out of shanty towns and into

apartments. While visiting, the
Lawrence group I was with went
to a community center aimed at
combating radicalization. Young
people come to this community
center and learn music, art and
foreign languages. For our visit,
five girls performed a dance to
Beyoncé and Bollywood music.
This was really exciting to see
because of the conservative community we were in. I interviewed
the head of the center and his
ideas about how to stop radicalization really spoke to me.
Radicalization has virtually
ended in that region. This is largely thanks to community centers
and programs like the one I visited. These programs show youth
that by accepting other cultures
and preparing for modernity, they
can live happier lives and have
more social and economic mobility. By educating young people
and showing them that they are
cared about, they will not feel the
same pull to radicalization.
The draw to these kind of
groups, in my view, is marginalization and desperation. If young
people see no hope for a future
in their current situation, they
begin looking for an escape. Poor
Moroccans saw no hope in their
future to join their countrymen
who were enjoying the spoils of
development. They were too far
behind. In India, Muslim youth all
too often feel they are excluded
second class citizens. The rhetoric
deployed by ISIL is not difficult to
combat, it just has to be combated.

mental functions and mood. It’s
the counter part to coffee, with
lots of the same cool stuff. Your
body naturally repairs while at
rest, both mentally and physically. A good night’s sleep, or a
good week’s worth of sleep, will
do nothing but make you a better and more efficient student,
and probably less of a jerk too,
which is always good. Sleep also
helps reduce stress. Think about
all the insane amounts of work
you have to get done this week.
You have how many papers to
write? Have you even come up
with a thesis or good supporting
evidence for that one? I thought
you had a test to study for as well.
Weren’t you meeting up with you
friends tonight to go over the lab
report together? Also, there’s the
payroll paperwork you have to
submit, and you really oughta get
some hoops in so you are ready
for intramural basketball. Oh, and
don’t forget to stay on top of your
other assigned readings as well….
On second thought, maybe you
should stay up to do a few things,
just a little longer.
Remember Your End Goals:
Setting goals will keep you
going; it gives you something to
strive for and what not. There’s so
much that is riding on these midterms, and think about all there
is to be gained come the end of
the line. Crippling student debt,
a piece of paper on it with somebody’s signature scribbled in nice
pen and illegible cursive handwriting, a clammy handshake, a
degree that you can undoubtedly market to the rest of the real
world and a job that someone will
hand you, without question, for
your exceptional work as a Gender
Studies major. And remember at
the beginning of the term, when
you swore you’d bring your GPA
up as well? Keep at it. College GPA

and midterm success is the single
most important deciding factor on
whether you get your dream job.
Probably.
Go to the Cafe:
Sort of like all that stuff about
coffee and sleep. Getting some
food in your stomach will boost
your energy and give your mind
the necessary sugar it needs to
focus on the tasks at hand. Plus,
a nice change of scenery never
hurts and will only spark your
mind to think in new ways. Pick
a seat in the corner, wait for your
food, and when it comes you can
put in your headphones and have
another read through of that
paper that your professor bled red
ink all over. How long has it been
now since your ordered? Twenty
minutes? Twenty-five minutes?
Number’s still not up yet? Well, at
least you still have a couple hours
until that paper is due. Your food
will be here eventually.
Have Another Cup of Coffee:
Remember all that stuff about
adenosine and memory and
mood? All good stuff. Pour yourself another mug of liquid brain
juice and refocus.
Floss:
Probably doesn’t have a lot
to do with midterms, but really
not enough people do this one.
Flossing really is the key to good
dental health and a happy life.
Check Your Social Media:
This can be a great source of
inspiration. Sometimes there’s
some nice pieces of journalism
shared that can spark your mind
towards some clever and creative
modes of writing that you might
preen some ideas and techniques
off of. Your aunt likely shared her
opinion on Facebook over the latest news from the White House,
which is likely littered with 100
percent factual information,
strong supporting evidence and

See page 5

Nature’s homosexual agenda

Mara Kissinger

Staff Writer
____________________________________

This week, I want to start by
talking about lesbian birds. More
specifically, a species of Laysan
Albatross which breeds on the
island of Oahu. When this specific colony of Albatross was studied, it was found that 31% of the
couples on the island were two
females raising a chick together
(according to BBC Earth). Some of
you may be shocked, but for quite
a few years scientists have been
coming out with new species that
have exhibited homosexual behavior. Bonobos are the famous case
study, but we have observed more
than 10% of species (according to
Yale Scientific) engaging in these
“scandalous” acts. It doesn’t seem
to make sense at all, but we have
come up with all sorts of theories
as to why it happens.
Bonobos are what we might
call “bisexual,” having sex with
both male and female bonobos,
and they seem to do it for pleasure. Male fruit flies will do it
because for a little while they are
unable to distinguish the smell of
a female. Red flour beetles perhaps do it so that another male
will carry their sperm to another
female. We don’t fully know why it
happens, but it does seem to happen for a reason. Those lesbian
birds probably do it because on
that island there is a shortage of
males, and having babies is better than not and raising it with
another albatross is also better
than not. The reason for the pair
staying together is probably also

just because albatrosses tend to
mate for life. But all of this is
besides the point. What it clearly
shows is that homosexuality has a
place in nature — one that is not
fully understood or documented,
but it does have one. Whether
bonding or confusion or craftiness
or necessity, nature is not nearly
as rigidly homophobic as humans
are. Humans are really the only
animal to persecute such behaviors, and we have a lot of reasons
why it’s bad.
The first homophobic argument that is brought up is typically
the “natural” one. Why be homosexual when it brings no benefits
to the species? And, it is true that
those animals listed above aren’t
truly “homosexual.” They may participate in such behaviors but they
will mate for reproductive purposes all the same. There is one
species, however, that has been
shown to be truly homosexual and
that is domesticated sheep. Some
male sheep will only mount other
male sheep even in the presence
of a female. Clearly we have interfered in the genetics here, which
is why scientists hypothesize that
this may be linked to the kinds
of things we have been selecting for: the kinds of things that
humans no doubt have also been
selecting for, primarily stronger
and healthier offspring. But, what
this and the above examples tell
us is that homosexual behavior is
everywhere in nature and serves
a purpose, so clearly it is natural.
We also know that humans are far

A practical guide to surviving midterms

Staff Writer
___________________________________

It’s about that time. We’re five
weeks through the coldest part of
the school year, which, undoubtedly, means nothing but the worst.
The professors are having the bitermly meeting on ways in which
they can effectively ruin your life
and tank your GPA, which includes
the usual instruments of joy: midterms, essays, lab reports, presentations, group projects and so on.
Here are some general tips to get
though the midterm rush.
Pour Yourself a Cup of Coffee:
Coffee is a stimulant. So when
you drink a cup, it goes into your
blood stream, into your brain and
blocks the neurotransmitter adenosine. Adenosine is a depressant
in your nervous system, which
multiplies itself every hour you’re
awake, encouraging your body to
feel tired and sleepy. Can’t study if
you’re asleep… A cup of Joe blocks
adenosine, increases the level of
other stimulants in your body,
and makes you more alert and
awake; possibly increasing other
functions such as memory, mood,
reaction speed, vigilance, general
everyday coolness and so on. So
go ahead, kick start your day with
some liquid brain juice, strap on
your jet-pack, and fly.
Use a Planner:
A planner is a great way to
organize your time and deadlines
and prioritize which work needs
to get done first. It’s a sure-fire
way to neatly put all your problems into a tangible written form
so they can stare you in the eye
with their garbled little handwritten voice and remind you that
your social life is damned.
Try to Get Some Sleep:
Sleep is going to be your best
friend. It helps boost memory,

a clear thesis. Also, your friend’s
Instagram picture is rather rad;
comment on it, get your writing juices flowing. Update your
Snapchat streaks to let all your
friends know that, even though
you haven’t left your dorm room
in days, you’re still alive, though
barely. Let them know you flossed
for the first time in a while and
that they should try it as well. Oh
look, Buzzfeed posted an article of
the top fifteen cutest things puppies do. That can only help your
intellectual process. Go ahead.
Watch it. Your paper will wait;
after all, it won’t write itself, so
don’t worry about missing out on
that.
At the Cafe:
Continue waiting for you food
to be ready. Maybe check your
social media again?
Draft an E-mail Your
Professor:
Good communication is the
key to any success in life. If you’re
stressed and anxious about how
to be successful, just ask for help
from your professors. They are
human beings too. They’ll meet
with you to go over studying strategies, paper ideas, or possibly to
extend or help you manage deadlines. Don’t be afraid to ask.
Delete E-mail to Your
Professor:
An embarrassing and silly idea,
really. You’re an adult. You can do
this on your own!
Contemplate Dropping out of
School:
But only contemplate it.
Daydream of the other lives you
could be living. A gap year traveling the country, going from place
to place in a converted camper
van. Missionary work in tropical South America. Starting your
own billion-dollar business form
your garage. A dead end minimum
wage job, a life where you stay
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with your parents into your 30s…
Stay in school, friends. You could
really use that certificate and that
clammy handshake.
Have Another Cup of Coffee:
It can only help, right?
Go to the Library:
It can be a great place to huddle in a solitary corner and have
a nervous breakdown, where it’s
quiet and your roommate likely
won’t confront you about it later.
At the Cafe:
Seriously! You ordered way
before that guy, and that guy, and
that chick, and that guy. How did
they get their food before you?
And how the heck does this system even work? 55 then 23 then
04 then 98? That’s just silly. Those
numbers aren’t arranged in any
logical way whatsoever!
Take a mid-afternoon power
nap:
Ha. C’mon now, seriously?
After how many cups of Joe you’ve
had? Not today.
In all, the most useful tip that
any Lawrentian can give to another is this: don’t try so damn hard,
and don’t worry so damn much.
They are just midterms. A test will
not define you, and the teacher
will not judge you for having a
god-awful thesis. Actually, she
probably will, but rest assured
she has a dozen other students
she’s judging the same, so try not
to take everything about it so seriously. Try your best, put on a good
attitude in the morning, hold the
door open for someone, tell the
custodian down the hall thank you
for cleaning up after your community toilet, which is a rather
crappy job that he or she does
every day, but really is a rather
monumentally important service.
And for the love of god, try to have
some fun.
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